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HarrisonburgVOTES aims to boost ballot
Students, faculty rally register voters as March presidential primary approaches
By BROOKE BLANEY
The Breeze

For years, JMU students have shown a consistent
low voter turnout, following a national trend for young
voter participation.
“Traditionally, voter participation amongst the
young people is quite low,” David Jones, a political
science professor, said. “Younger people vote at lower
rates because they don’t feel the connection with
many of the issues that are on the on the table like
taxes and budgeting. Students want to hear about student loans, foreign affairs and other issues that more
directly affect them. College students are not the top of
the political agenda for politicians for issue priorities.”
According to WatchdogLabs.org, Harrisonburg has
shown the lowest voting percentage of voting age population in Virginia at a little more than 50 percent.

In response to this, with JMU’s Convocation Center
precinct opening for on-campus students for the first
time for March’s presidential primary, a group called
HarrisonburgVOTES has emerged. It’s attempting to
raise voter registration within the student body. The
number of students voting in elections greatly affects
the percentage of Harrisonburg residents that vote, as
they are included in the community total.
HarrisonburgVOTES is made up of several individuals and political organizations across campus like
College Democrats and College Republicans. Carter
Black, a senior political science major, Joe Fitzgerald, a professor in the College of Arts and Letters, and
Josh Roesch, a sophomore political science major, are
some of the people included in this initiative.
“We know how to register people to vote but most
see VOTER, page 4

So far, HarrisonburgVOTES has registered
who have applied as of last week.
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Daniel Gurley, a freshman geographic science major, registers to vote in Harrison Hall.

KELSEY HARDING / THE BREEZE

Vandalism or art?
Student revives the street art movement
By CAROLINE JANSEN
The Breeze

ALEXIS MILLER / THE BREEZE

Scott Hubbard typically takes about six hours to complete his graffiti designs.

Many students have suffered, enjoyed or been otherwise affected by the trains running through campus at one
point or another. However, some don’t notice, let alone
admire, the artwork rolling right past them.
Scott Hubbard, a sophomore sport and recreation management major, found artistic relief in a less conventional
art form: graffiti. Hubbard began making graffiti on canvases at the age of 12 after seeing various styles of it on
passing trains in his hometown of Chesterfield, Virginia.
“My dad would take my little brother and me to the train
tracks when we were younger,” Hubbard said. “Being little
kids, we absolutely loved it. Watching the different styles
and colors [of graffiti] amazed me.”
The sources of inspiration for Hubbard’s pieces can be
seen on the side of train cars and buildings.
“I like to see how people create graffiti differently with
differing styles and colors,” Hubbard said. “You don’t even

Fraternities
return to campus
Members discuss impact of move
By JULIA SMITH
The Breeze

Last semester, Kappa Alpha was the first fraternity to move
back to Greek Row after a 15-year hiatus of fraternity houses
on JMU’s campus. In the fall of 2016, Sigma Nu and Tau Kappa
Epsilon will move in as well.
“There was no effort on the university’s part to move fraternities off campus,” Adam Lindberg, associate director of Fraternity
and Sorority Life, said in an email. “In 2003, the last fraternities
chose to leave campus because they were no longer able to fill
the on-campus housing for which they had signed a lease and, as
a result, it became cost-prohibitive for them to stay on campus.”
Even now, filling houses appears to be a major concern for
fraternities as they come back. Tau Kappa Epsilon is already
acknowledging the pressure.
“It’s going to be an issue filling the house when we are such
a smaller organization compared to sororities,” Justin Miller, a
sophomore writing rhetoric and communications major and the
president of Tau Kappa Epsilon, said. “It’s going to be good for
recruitment, but recruitment is going to be very important for
us in the next few years.”
However, there’s another major setback in encouraging more
see MOVE, page 3

Class in
session

JMU Football signs 20 recruits
on National Signing Day
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know if [the graffiti] was done there — it could have been
done anywhere. It’s essentially art on wheels.”
However, the pieces Hubbard looks to for inspiration
are technically considered vandalization and are illegal.
“For a lot of artists, painting illegally is a big adrenaline
rush,” Hubbard said. “You can really get yourself in a lot of
trouble if you are caught, and ideally you want to spend as
little time on railroad property as you can. That way you
won’t be caught and the car you are painting on doesn’t
slowly start to roll away.”
Hubbard has made many pieces for his friends and family, including girlfriend Hannah Rathje.
Rathje, a sophomore at Longwood University, hasn’t
always had such a positive view of the art.
“My mom taught me that graffiti was such a terrible
thing — that it’s vandalizing,” Rathje said. “But when he
gave me the piece he had made for me, it showed me that
it could actually be turned into an art and it isn’t always
see GRAFFITI, page 10

Correction
•

The Jan. 28 story “A new generation” inaccurately reported that
Arnela Iseric’s parents are illiterate. The story should’ve stated that
Iseric’s grandparents are illiterate.
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Event Calendar
Saturday, Feb. 6
•

•

•

Kitten Bowl III Adoption
Event with the JMU
cheerleaders @
RockinghamHarrisonburg SPCA,
10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Sweetheart Saturday
Dinner Special @ Corgans
Publick House, $38,
5 to 10 p.m.
Who Shot John @
Clementine Main Stage,
advance tickets $5, at the
door $7, 9:30 p.m.

•

Ask a Nurse @ Carrier
Library, 2 to 4 p.m.

•

Alcoholics Anonymous @
Madison Union 311, 8 to 10 p.m.

•

Wild Wolf Tap Takeover feat.
Folkibart @ Pure Eats
Harrisonburg, 5 to 10 p.m.

•

•

Throwback Thursdays with
Live DJ/House Music @ The
Artful Dodger, free
admission with college ID, 9
p.m. to midnight

Opera and the Silver Screen:
Classy Tunes from Classy
Cinema @ Concert Hall, Forbes
Center, regular $13, students $5,
8 p.m. Friday and Saturday

•

First Fridays Downtown @
downtown Harrisonburg, enjoy
extended hours at many shops,
5 p.m.

Monday, Feb. 8

Sunday, Feb. 7
•

Friday, Feb. 5

Sunday Brunch @ Billy
Jack’s Wing and Draft
Shack, 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.

•

Internship 101 @ Student
Success Center room 3270,
10:30 to 11:30 a.m.

•

Arts & Drafts: String
Art Hearts @ Pale Fire
Tap Room, $26.62, 1 to
3:30 p.m.

•

Chris Cornelius,
Architectural Design/Mixed
Media @ Duke Hall Gallery,
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. until Feb. 19

•

Super Bowl Party @
Jimmy Madison’s,
4 to 9 p.m.

•

Within Our Gates (Final
Performance) with
Audiostrobelight/Moon
Tooth/Eviscera @ The
Golden Pony, advance

tickets $8, at the door
$10, 7:30 to 11:15 p.m.

Tuesday, Feb. 9

Wednesday, Feb. 10

•

Forbes Fat Tuesday, A Mardi Gras
Celebration @ Concert Hall,
Forbes Center, regular tickets
$17, students $8, 8 p.m.

•

Mardi Gras Party featuring Mark
Nicholson @ Jimmy Madison’s,
8 to 11 p.m.

•

Team Trivia @ Clementine,
Teams of six or less, 9 p.m.

•

Careers in Service Fair @
Student Succes Center
room 1075, 11 to 4 p.m.

•

African Drumming Class
@ 17 E Johnson St.,
1 to 3 p.m.

•

Downtown
Harrisonburg’s
Antebellum AfricanAmerican Community @
620 Simms Avenue
room 101, 2 p.m.

CARTOON: HAVING A SENIOR MOMENT

KELSEY HARDING / THE BREEZE

Across
1 It precedes Romans
5 Maestro Ozawa
10 __ de somme: beast of burden
14 “__ luck!”
15 ‘50s-’70s senator who wrote
“Humor of a Country Lawyer”
16 Shuffle, for one
17 Dishonest memoir, e.g.
20 Ancient amulet
21 Dark clouds, perhaps
22 Pulitzer-winning book critic
Richard
24 Bear’s team
26 Place for permanent storage
33 Dedicatee of an 1810 piano
manuscript
34 Brand that includes N-Strike
blasters
35 Sarah McLachlan song
36 Gun
37 Genre descended from the
cakewalk
40 Gift subject to skepticism
41 Aussie colleges
43 “Lulu” composer
44 “__ Toward Tomorrow”: 1996 TV
movie with Christopher Reeve
46 Part of West Point’s curriculum
49 Merged news agency

By Roland Huget

2/4/16

Editorial Staff
Serving James Madison University Since 1922

1598 S. Main Street
Harrisonburg, VA 22801
PHONE: 540-568-6127
FAX: 540-568-7889

MISSION
The Breeze, the student-run newspaper
of James Madison University, serves
student, faculty and staff readership by
reporting news involving the campus
and local community. The Breeze strives
to be impartial and fair in its reporting
and firmly believes in First Amendment
rights.
Published on Thursday mornings,
The Breeze is distributed throughout
James Madison University and the local
Harrisonburg community. Single copies
of The Breeze are distributed free of
charge. Additional copies are available
for 50 cents by contacting our business
office. Comments and complaints should
be addressed to Wayne Epps Jr., editor.

50 Convenient carrier
51 Garden gadget
54 Extent
58 One of anatomy’s great vessels
63 Classical theaters
64 Southwestern New York city
65 Linear
66 Filter
67 “South Pacific” co-star Gaynor
68 Bunker tool
Down
1 Leatherworker’s set
2 Smart
3 Part of TTFN
4 Man cave features
5 Wreckage resting place
6 Throw the ball away, say
7 Campus climber
8 Smucker’s spread
9 Suffix with neutr10 “Cat on a Hot Tin Roof”
matriarch
11 One-on-one sport
12 Conflicted
13 Slow Churned ice cream
18 1978 “SNL” Emmy winner
19 European capital
23 1994 Stanley Cup winners
24 Properly

Find the answers online at: breezejmu.org/sites/crossword_answers

Advertising Staff

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
WAYNE EPPS JR.

COPY EDITORS
OLIVIA COLEMAN, DREW FAGAN, KAYLA MARSH

ADVERTISING MANAGER

CREATIVE DIRECTOR

breezeeditor@gmail.com

breezecopy@gmail.com

ASST. ADVERTISING MANAGER

ASST. CREATIVE DIRECTOR

SPECIAL PUBLICATION

AD DESIGNERS

MITCHELL MYERS
MICHAEL VESPA

MANAGING EDITOR
LAUREN HUNT

PHOTO EDITORS
MARK OWEN & ERIN WILLIAMS

breezepress@gmail.com

breezephotography@gmail.com

NEWS EDITORS
CHRIS KENT & ALYSSA MILLER

VIDEO EDITOR
SHELBY MATYUS

breezenews@gmail.com

breezevideo1@gmail.com

LIFE EDITORS
MIKE DOLZER & ROBYN SMITH

ART DIRECTOR
JACOB SANFORD

breezearts@gmail.com

breezeartdirector@gmail.com

SPORTS EDITORS
RICHIE BOZEK & PETER CAGNO

GRAPHICS EDITOR
KELSEY HARDING

breezesports@gmail.com

thebreezegraphics@gmail.com

OPINION EDITOR
ASHLEIGH BALSAMO

ONLINE EDITOR
BESS PREDDY

breezeopinion@gmail.com

thebreezeweb@gmail.com

25 Radio toggle switch
26 Hospital supply
27 Nicholas Gage memoir
28 __ suit
29 Hear again
30 Tribute title words
31 Flight segment
32 Like some small dogs
38 “__ le roi!”: French Revolution
cry
39 It’s to dye for
42 Website directory
45 Loud speaker
47 Poi source
48 Honolulu’s __ Palace
51 Long narrative poem
52 Dandy
53 High spirits
55 Rowlands of “The Notebook”
56 94-day undertaking in the
Cheryl Strayed memoir “Wild”
57 Classic fictional villain
59 Nice handle?
60 “Prince __”: “Aladdin” song
61 U.S. Army rank qualifier
62 Bosox legend

HUNTER WHITE

CAROLINE DAVIS

Download our
mobile app at
breezejmu.org.

BETHANY ADAMS
KAYLAN WOODS
IZZY CIANO

“To the press alone, chequered
as it is with abuses, the world
is indebted for all the triumphs
which have been gained by
reason and humanity over
error and oppression.”
— james madison, 1800

/TheBreezeJMU

@TheBreezeJMU
@BreezeNewsJMU
@TheBreezeSports
@BreezeLifeJMU

@breezejmu

youtube.com/breezevideo
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Harrisonburg group stumps for Sanders
Shenandoah Valley for Bernie spreads the word about its pick for president

SAM TAYLOR / THE BREEZE

Valerie Serrels (left), a founder of Shenandoah Valley for Bernie, and Haley Springer, a JMU alumna (‘12) who graduated with a degree in justice studies, during one of the group’s weekly meetings
at The Golden Pony. Shenandoah Valley for Bernie participates in activities such as phone banking, event organizing and registering people to vote in the presidential primary and general election.
BY JESSICA NEWMAN
The Breeze

In response to the upcoming presidential election, some
residents of the Shenandoah Valley have come together
with one unifying goal: get Bernie Sanders elected.
Last July, Shenandoah Valley for Bernie was formed
by Harrisonburg residents Valerie Serrels and Michael
Shell-Feikema after hosting an event introducing Sanders’
candidacy. Over 60 people attended the event, and it was
done simultaneously with a nationwide live stream online.
“I’m not sure that that’s really been done before for a
campaign,” Shell-Feikema said. “The Sanders campaign
really relies on its grassroots, which are volunteers. It’s not
spending as much money on paid staff as a lot of organized campaigns.”
According to Shell-Feikema, that single event launched
the movement to support Sanders in the Valley. Ever since
its kickoff event, SVFB meets weekly at The Golden Pony
in downtown Harrisonburg to discuss new ways to legitimize its cause.
The group’s activities include phone banking, event
organizing and registering people to vote all throughout the Valley. SVFB has expanded its presence on
social media such as Reddit and Facebook, and has even

IN BRIEF

purchased a domain for a website that has not yet been
set up.
Because the Sanders campaign revolves around volunteer work, groups such as SVFB are essential to the success
of Sanders in this presidential election cycle.
“The campaign really does depend a lot on the volunteer groups who have rose to the occasion,” Serrels said.
“They don’t just put the money in the campaigner. They
want to work in tandem with the grassroots movement.”
One of the biggest things the group prioritizes is voter
registration. The group wants to ensure that, by the time
the primary comes around on March 1, all those who
would like to vote for Sanders can. According to ShellFeikema, many people don’t realize that they have to
register for the primaries in advance.
“A lot of people who actually might want to vote in the
primary might not be registered,” Shell-Feikema said. “And
they might have an unpleasant surprise if sometime in
late February they want to go vote, but then they find out
they’re not registered from their current address. Then
they won’t be able to vote.”
In order to vote in the primary, voters have to be registered by Feb. 8. SVFB has handed out flyers all around
campus and in Harrisonburg, and a few members have
even become certified to register people to vote.

Although there are about 140 people signed up to be
a part of SVFB, the steering committee only has about 30
people. One of these members is Zachariah BeneventoZahner, a junior at Harrisonburg High School.
Benevento-Zahner started a club at school called “Harrisonburg High School for Bernie Sanders”, but it was later
on changed to “Young Activists of Harrisonburg High
School” in order to incorporate all young people, regardless of their political views. Although most of the members
of this club aren’t old enough to vote, Benevento-Zahner still believes that they have the opportunity to make a
difference.
“What we’re really hoping to do is bring a voice to high
schoolers in politics,” Benevento-Zahner said. “And also
allow people to feel like they actually have a way to do
something impactful to the election.”
SVFB will continue to push its cause all across the Valley by phone banking, hosting events and registering as
much people to vote as they possibly can.
“Bernie Sanders embodies a lot of stuff that I’d like to
see in my future,” Benevento-Zahner said. “To be able to
work for my future, I think is really important.”
CONTACT Jessica Newman at
newmanjt@dukes.jmu.edu.

MOVE | Fraternities on campus help promote community

BLACKSBURG, VA

Teenager killed
in stabbing
Officials in Blacksburg,
Virginia, are now saying the
death of 13-year-old Nicole
Lovell is the result of stabbing.
Lovell disappeared from
her home in Blacksburg
between Jan. 23 and 24. Her
remains were discovered over
the weekend near the North
Carolina border. Eighteen-yearold Virginia Tech student David
Eisenhauer is being held in
Montgomery County, Virginia,
on felony counts of firstdegree murder and abduction.
Nineteen-year-old Virginia tech
student Natalie Keepers is also
being held at the county jail on
one felony count of improper
disposal of a dead body and
one misdemeanor count of
accessory after the fact in the
commission of a felony.
WORLD

Zika virus flashes
across South
America
The mosquito-spread Zika
virus has run rampant across
South America, causing flu-like
symptoms like rashes and joint
pain.
Brazilian doctors have also
linked the virus to debilitating
birth defects, raising a heated
debate on abortion laws in the
country. The U.S. has warned
pregnant women not to travel to
outbreak areas, according to an
article by The New York Times.
According to an article by The
Washington Post, a student at
the College of William & Mary
contracted the disease from
traveling across Central America,
but appears to pose no health
risk. The epidemic has spread
so much that the World Health
Organization has declared the
virus a public health emergency.

TANNER LESLIE / THE BREEZE

Kappa Alpha moved into the Tree Houses during this school year’s fall semester, becoming the first fraternity with
an on-campus residence in 15 years. Sigma Nu and Tau Kappa Epsilon will move on campus during fall semester 2016.
from front

fraternities to move in. According to Kevin Meaney,
the director of the Office of Residence Life, with
Sigma Nu and Tau Kappa Epsilon joining Kappa
Alpha on campus in the fall of 2016, there will only
be one building left on Greek Row. While ORL is
happy to make the last Tree House Greek, it’ll be
unable to accommodate any additional requests.
“I know that more than just the fraternities that
ended up getting the housing applied for it, but
now there’s the issue that there are no more Tree
Houses,” Sean Carney, a junior finance major and
president-elect of the Interfraternity Council, said.
“Down JMU’s 10-year plan, maybe there will be a
Greek village where every fraternity has a house.”

Setbacks didn’t keep Kappa Alpha from moving
on campus last year. For that group, community
was a big factor in its decision.
“The main reason we moved on campus was
because we were looking for a change,” Sam Auch,
junior accounting major and president of Kappa
Alpha, said. “KA has always been trying to ingrain
itself into JMU and the community at JMU as much
as possible.”
Fraternities moving back on campus is a major
change not only for the members, but also for JMU
in general. The fraternities are optimistic about
their housing choices; however, there are some
drawbacks. Meaney worries about the loss of nonGreek houses.
“The biggest con is dealing with the loss of the

non-Greek spaces in our on-campus inventory,”
said Meaney in an email. “Because of their small
size and location, these buildings provided us
with some great flexibility when managing campus occupancy. Now we are going to have to learn
to manage without them.”
Carney expressed his concern for the amount of
regulation the fraternities would receive on campus. Members like Auch have the same concerns.
“A con would be being under the constant watch
of the university,” Auch said. “It’s a little different
than being off campus, so it’s tough when a police
officer walks through your house because he can.
It’s a little disconcerting.”
But the fraternities making the move do see
some benefits. A strong value of Greek life is creating brother-to-brother bonds. On-campus living
will allow them to strengthen that bond between
members.
“I think they look forward to most being in a
house with their brothers and a bunch of their
best friends. For the most part, most of them don’t
live together,” Alex Roche, junior finance major and
president of Sigma Nu, said. “Next year, it will be
a bunch of their closest friends at JMU living right
down the hall from each other. It’s basically living
in a dorm with all your good friends.”
For Auch, there are positives that come out of
living in Greek Row. Not only has the move helped
Kappa Alpha build better bonds among its members, but it also fostered better relationships with
the sororities as well. Auch encourages other fraternities to follow in Kappa Alpha’s footsteps.
“I think it has helped to build the Greek life at
JMU,” Auch said. “I live in a neighborhood of sororities, and just with proximity, we’ve become closer
with them. I think it’s really, really helping to create
a bond with sororities and, once more fraternities
get on, I’m hoping that I see the same thing with
them.”
Living on campus will also provide fraternity
members with the opportunity to get more involved
in events on campus.
“There is more involvement out of the guys living
there, and it will kind of provide kind of a hub for
members to be on campus more often and hang out
there,” Carney said. “I think we’ve seen that with KA
living on campus this year. There’s been more guys
coming out to IFC-sponsored events from KA just
because it is more convenient.”
Meaney understands the value of having fraternities on campus and the opportunities it opens
up for members.
“Having fraternities on campus provides more
options for students to choose from and I think that
is usually a good thing,” Meaney said in an email.
“Now a student interested in Greek life but wanting
to remain a campus resident has some options he
didn’t have before.”
CONTACT Julia Smith at
smit28jm@dukes.jmu.edu.
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Voters | JMU voter registration drive has seen exponential growth in
number of students who have registered since the beginning of January

Loren Probish /the Breeze

Since the registration drive began in January, over 700 JMU students have been registered as new voters. Carter Black, a senior political science major and Josh Roesch, a sophmore political science major, who are
part of HarrisonburgVOTES, have raised their goal for registered voters from 1,000 to 1,500 due to the huge turnout they’ve seen. The on-campus precinct at the Convocation Center will be open for the primaries.
from front

of the work is being done by JMU students, we’re just helping make it easier,” Fitzgerald said.
A large number of students and other volunteers contributed to these efforts. Although most
weren’t part of the organizational aspect, they registered students and visited classrooms.
“The volunteers are what made this happen,” Roesch said. “I organized people, but there’s been an
army of volunteers that have been able to do this because I can’t go into three classes at one time.”
Giving presentations to classes and registering students are the main methods Roesch, Black
and Fitzgerald have used.
“Coming to classrooms has been very effective,” Black said. “We didn’t think we’d hit 1,000, but
now we have more than 895 people registered so far as of last week, not including online.”
Voter registration presentations have also been given to other large organizations, like Gamma
Phi Beta and Phi Alpha Delta, around campus. They also ran a registration drive at the 2015 Block
Party in the ’Burg and International Festival.
However, the voter registration campaign got off to a rocky start. In early January, there were
only 50 students registered. Once students became more involved in the process and presenting
in classrooms, the number quickly rose.
“When James Madison University students have the opportunity to participate, they take it,”
Fitzgerald said.
HarrisonburgVOTES and its volunteers have been stressing the importance of college students
voting.
“If you’ve ever smoked a cigarette, gone to a movie off campus or eaten a meal off campus in
Harrisonburg, then you’ve paid a tax that was targeted specifically at James Madison University
students,” Fitzgerald said.
Many students and faculty agree that utilizing the right to vote is important. To HarrisonburgVOTES and its volunteers, local elections are very important too.
“It’s not that hard to change things in politics; your voice matters,” Roesch said. “If you’re not
happy with something then students should write to their legislators, get involved in the campaign
and get involved in the political organizations on campus.”
Registered students agree that it’s important to get involved in the community for this reason,
but also for issues like complicated absentee voting.

“Not voting is passing up the opportunity to affect your own government,” Caroline Guy, a freshman psychology major, said.
Repurposing the Convocation Center into a voting precinct for students who live on campus, and
starting the push toward more voter registration was a long and difficult process.
“I started the project to get a voting precinct two years ago or so, and we finally got past city council this August. I was the chief person representing student government in the effort. My desire was
to get more students to vote easier without having to go off campus,” Josh Humphries, a December
2015 graduate with a degree in political science, said.
Fitzgerald used students like Humphries and Black as a crutch for registering voters.
“My part included recruiting Josh and Carter,” Fitzgerald said. “They’ve done most of the work;
I’ve done the printing and I’ve helped to arrange the vetting process and contacting folks that have
to make a change.”
Black, Roesch, Humphries and several other current and past students have been very influential
in the registration and voting efforts.
“My role was to help Joe and Josh and take shifts registering in classrooms,” Black said. “Josh did
a lot of the scheduling.”
JMU itself was also supportive of the effort in terms of buying the voting machines and paying
some other expenses. This has also contributed to the successful results of voter registration efforts.
The efforts have been so successful that Fitzgerald, Roesch and Carter upped their goal for 1,000
registrations to 1,500.
As of last week, approximately 700 of 895 total applications have been accepted. The passions of
the students to establish the precinct and encourage voting are what made these successes possible.
“It was our way of creating active and enlightened citizens and a meaningful democracy,”
Humphries said. “It’s no surprise that the national trend is that millennials don’t vote in rates as
high as other age demographics. The precinct was designed to counter this.”
To register themselves, students can visit a voter registration table in Harrison Hall or Fitzgerald’s
office in Harrison 1107 before the deadline on Feb. 8.
“There is no reason not to vote,” Black said. “When everyone turns 18 they should be excited to
vote. Also, if you don’t vote, you can’t complain.”
CONTACT Brook Blaney at blaneybk@dukes.jmu.edu.

Preparing the youth for tomorrow
Professor Anta Sane gives insight on traveling from Senegal and teaching political science
have. So going through that stage of not knowing if I would be
able to walk again to continue [my education] was quite challenging. So it was physically and mentally draining at times.
I always kept on. I never gave up. I have to do whatever I can
to finish my education. I was here, my family was in Senegal. I
thought about my family too, like what would happen if I can’t
walk again. It was a mental fight for me to get through so I
can continue on to my mission to really make a difference.
Especially in the academic field in teaching and so forth.
Are there any moments in your career that really stuck
out?

ALEXIS MILLER / THE BREEZE

Professor Anta Sane moved all the way from the West African country Senegal, and has since gone on to become the first African to be
president of the National Black Graduate Student Association. Sane earned her doctorate degree in political science from Howard University.
By Bjorn Johnson
contributing writer
Anta Sane is originally from Dakar, Senegal, but moved
to the U.S. to pursue her education. She has two bachelor’s
degrees — one in communications, the other in journalism
— and a minor in African-American studies from Suffolk
University. After Suffolk, she received a Master of Business Administration with a concentration in finance and a
master’s degree in organizational leadership and change
from Pfeiffer University. She recently received her doctorate degree in political science from Howard University.
Sane teaches politics part time at both JMU and Howard
University.
What motivated you to pursue your career in political
science?
You know I started in communication and journalism, because I love to read, since [I was] a little kid. Where you have
young girls getting dolls, I wanted to get books. I guess that’s
how I got into writing and communication. Then I moved into
banking where I worked at Wells Fargo for eight years, so that’s
how I got to do finances. I was interested in numbers, too, when
I was in high school. The two last years of high school I was
in a scientific class where I did a lot of math. When I had my
[car] accident and was in rehab I thought about what I can do
for my country, Senegal, while I was here in the United States.
Then I started to think about development. What are some of

the areas that my country will need help. Then I thought, why
don’t I research more institutions such as the parliament. To
me, parliament is an institution where so many things can
happen in terms of bills that can actually impact the people.
I thought about the other reason why I was interested in politics, I thought about the youth. If you look at many African
countries, the youth is more than 50 percent of the population. Tomorrow, they’ll be the ones taking over. What are those
areas of development that the youth can actually contribute
and what can government do to help the youth and prepare
them now for the future. That really drew my attention into
politics, as in what can a government do to change things for
the people and to change people’s lives. I want to focus on my
country in terms of women, because there are many gender
disparities. So while in rehab I researched that a lot. What
were some of those gender disparities in terms of health care,
citizenship and family law.
You mentioned your car accident. What was the most challenging part of that process?
I was not able to walk. I was in rehab for four years learning
to walk again. I thought that that was going to be it. That my
life was over. The doctors did not know when I would be able
to walk again. They just said it would happen one day. It took
four years. I was very concerned about whether I would be
able to finish up my education. Because I always wanted to get
the highest degree. I believe so much in what Nelson Mandela
said, that education is the most powerful weapon that one can

I was the first African to be the president of the [National]
Black Graduate Student Association. So that was really cool,
because for 25 years everyone who was president was AfricanAmerican. I was the first one from the continent of Africa. I
was the third one in 25 years to be president two times. It’s
a nonprofit organization. In December 2014 I was invited by
President Obama and the First Lady, Michelle Obama, to attend
a White House holiday reception. It was really cool, because I
was in Ghana when I received the invitation. It was very nice to
get to meet them and be at the White House and stay there an
entire afternoon. I had many other moments, especially when I
give talks internationally. I was invited to the UN at Geneva to
share my experience as a migrant here and what I was actually
doing to give back to my country. I got to meet role models on
the African continent who’ve been president: Jerry Rawlings
of Ghana, Joaquim Chissano of Mozambique. We talked about
what they did to actually transition from the colonial power
to being a state. It was very nice to actually get to meet them
one-on-one and have those discussions with them.
What advice would you give to college students?
I live by Nelson Mandela’s code that education is the most
powerful weapon in the world. Because once you have that,
nobody can take that away from you. I strongly advise college
students to be serious with their studies, to give themselves
the opportunity through their education to actually improve
their way of thinking and also to enrich the people around
them. Let them know from my experience that I have had many
setbacks, [it’s important] not to be thrown away by setbacks.
As a college student, always have a vision of your degree.
Be determined and don’t give up because of any setbacks or
difficulties you might find. In the end it will be very worth it
to have that degree. Last advice is to pursue the highest one,
the doctorate. Again, once you have that nobody can take that
away from you and you will be an expert in a very specific field
of your choice. I will say, push it to the limit. Don’t set yourself
to just getting a bachelor’s degree, because nowadays a bachelor’s degree is like having a high school degree, because there
is so much competition and so many young people are doing
more than a bachelor’s degree. So, you know, push up to the
limits and never give up. I always live by that: never give up.
Contact Bjorn Johnson at johnsobo@dukes.jmu.edu.

See more on page 13
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Is abortion a feminist issue?
rachel petty | Petty for your thoughts

grace blackburn | caffeinated concepts

Feminism is inclusive of everyone, regardless of abortion views

You can’t be a feminist and not support a woman’s right to choose

I recently overheard
If a woman believes that people shouldn’t
someone talking about
have abortions, she should be respected.
how, if you’re antiJust because a woman or a person is antiabortion, you can’t be
abortion doesn’t mean that they don’t believe
a feminist. A few days
in equality of the sexes.
later, I saw an article in
On the other hand, I don’t think being
Cosmopolitan about
anti-abortion should advocate for being
this year’s theme of the
the “right” way to think if you want to be a
March for Life: “Pro-Life
feminist.
Is Pro-Woman” — in
The “Pro-Life Is Pro-Woman” movement
other words, you’re only a feminist if you’re
focuses on the idea that a woman’s capacity
anti-abortion.
to have children is a gift.
The abortion issue is one of the most
Jeanne Mancini, the president of the
controversial in our society, and I wouldn’t
March for Life, which is considered to be
be surprised if it’s something we continue to
the biggest anti-abortion event of the year,
debate for decades to come.
told Cosmopolitan that she had talked to
I’m personally pro-abortion rights and
too many women who regretted having an
identify as a feminist, but
abortion.
I don’t think abortion is a
Although abortion can
feminist issue.
be extremely emotionally
I’m personally
The definition of a feminist
harmful for a woman, it’s still a
pro-abortion rights
is someone who advocates
choice they make. Making that
for women to have the same
choice is putting the power in
and identify as a
rights as men. The last time I
their hands, which discounts
feminist, but I don’t
checked, men weren’t able to
the idea that pro-life feminism
have children.
is the “correct” way to be.
think abortion is
If abortion is an issue that
Believing that a woman
a feminist issue.
isn’t relevant for men, why
should have the right to
is it being brought into the
choose doesn’t mean a person
conversation of feminism?
doesn’t believe women should
Although abortion is a
be equal — it just means that
significant issue for women, it doesn’t fit into
they believe women should be the ones to
the conversation of having the same rights as
decide whether or not they have an abortion.
men.
Since abortion is a very touchy subject
I think feminism is extremely important,
that is only applicable to women, I believe
and I believe that whether you’re antiit should be taken out of the conversation
abortion or pro-abortion rights, you can and
about feminism — a movement applicable to
should be a part of the feminist movement.
both men and women.
People who believe you can only be
Regardless of a person’s stance on the
feminist if you’re pro-abortion rights feel
abortion issue, I believe feminism should
as though being anti-abortion takes control
welcome them with open arms. After all, isn’t
away from a woman, which may correlate to
feminism about people supporting women
having unequal rights.
rather than tearing them down?
Many people who are part of the antiabortion movement believe what they
Rachel Petty is a junior media arts and
believe because of religious reasons. I don’t
design major. Contact Rachel at pettyrb@
think feminism discriminates against this.
dukes.jmu.edu.

I recently read an article
a woman to carry a pregnancy to term when she
in Cosmopolitan about
doesn’t want to.
March for Life, an antiPregnancy can be a hardship on a woman’s
abortion rally centered
body, especially if she works in a field like
around the idea that
customer service or manufacturing where
enacting a full ban on
employees are expected to stand for the majority
abortion is in women’s
of their shifts. Adoption isn’t always viable,
best interests. Many of the
either — with hundreds of thousands of children
women involved consider
already in foster care, finding a home for a child
themselves feminists,
in need isn’t always as simple as placing them
saying that “pro-life is pro-woman.” They believe
up for adoption.
that, in time, their movement will take hold in
Feminism is about providing women with the
public opinion.
resources they need to make informed choices
Feminism can manifest in a number of ways
and build the lives they choose. Taking away a
among different demographics, but taking
key reproductive right doesn’t support women’s
reproductive options away from women is one
welfare; it creates undue hardship in women’s
idea that has no place in feminist ideology. An
lives and insults women by assuming they aren’t
anti-abortion group that
intelligent enough to know
assumes it knows what’s best
whether or not abortion is
for all women is incredibly
right for them.
Being pro-choice
condescending, and clearly
By trying to place
means trusting that a
doesn’t understand what
restrictions or outright bans
feminism stands for.
on abortion, we take away
woman is able to make
March for Life calls itself a
bodily autonomy from
the correct decision for
“pro-life” movement, but to
women. Believing that the
be “pro-life,” a group needs
rights of an undeveloped fetus
herself, and that’s what
to care about all of the lives
surpass the rights of a woman
feminism is all about.
involved in an unplanned
to choose what processes
pregnancy. An organization
do or don’t take place in her
that was actually “pro-life”
body is absurd. To assume
would care just as much
that a woman is incapable of
about the pregnant woman’s life as it would the
knowing what is the appropriate choice for her
fetus, but most groups that call themselves “proown body is nothing more than misogyny.
life” are only interested in advocating for the
It’s impossible to be simultaneously antiundeveloped child.
abortion and feminist. Feminism strives to
Passing anti-abortion laws wouldn’t stop
empower women by working toward giving
abortions from happening, it would only make
them more control over their lives, while antithe process much riskier. Women in crisis would
abortion groups seek to restrict women under
risk permanently damaging their bodies or even
the guise of knowing what’s best for every
death by seeking abortions through illicit means. woman, regardless of individual situations.
That doesn’t sound very “pro-woman” to me.
Being pro-choice means trusting that a woman
“Pro-choice” doesn’t mean pro-abortion,
is able to make the correct decision for herself,
either. It simply means respecting the idea
and that’s what feminism is all about.
that a woman knows what’s best for her body
and her life, and that she should have options
Grace Blackburn is a junior media arts and
available to her. Abortion is certainly not a
design major. Contact Grace at blackbge@
perfect solution, but it’s a better one than forcing
dukes.jmu.edu.

ashleigh balsamo | sophisticated sass

MEDICATED AND MIGHTY
Why there’s nothing wrong with taking medication for your mental illness

kelsey harding / the breeze

For the past four years, I’ve taken an anti-anxiety medication and
antidepressant every night before I go to bed. Yes, every single night. Since the
day I was diagnosed with generalized anxiety disorder in January 2012, I’ve
never once felt ashamed of taking this medication.
What I have felt? Relief. Like I could finally breathe. Like I had a reason to get
out of bed in the morning.
Last week, one of my classes spent a half-hour discussing whether or not
medication for mental illnesses, such as anxiety, depression and obsessive
compulsive disorder, was overprescribed in the U.S. While it’s a fair question
(and one that everyone in the class seemed to agree was an issue in our
country), I couldn’t believe the manner in which this topic was talked about.
It seems obvious that there’s a strong, negative stigma surrounding mental illness in this country,
but I’m realizing more and more that there’s also a stigma when it comes to people who take daily
medication to deal with these issues.
I can’t tell you the amount of times I’ve heard someone say that they didn’t want to be the “type of
person who takes medicine,” which had me questioning if I was somehow different or lesser because
I take medication every day.
According to the Anxiety and Depression Association of America, 10 percent of Americans take
antidepressants, while nearly twice as many people take medicine for various anxiety disorders.
While I know that the medication I take is in no way curing my mental illness, it makes my life
more bearable. Simple things that used to have me panicking are now feats that I can conquer just
by taking a deep breath and working through them.

Another argument against mental health medication that I’ve heard is that, instead of being
medicated to avoid the issues, people should try to work through their problems on their own
accord. I hate to break it to those who think this way, but not every person is depressed because of
one specific thing that’s happened to them. Not every panic attack can be stopped in its tracks by
someone telling you that there’s nothing to panic about.
The fact of the matter is that, sometimes, no matter how much you try to rationalize it, people feel
sad or anxious for absolutely no real “reason” at all — and that’s OK.
The way I see it is that I have a chemical imbalance in my brain, one that causes me to be more
anxious than other people, and this medicine that I take makes it so that I can go about my days as
normally as possible. Sure, I still have bad days — honestly, I’m having one right now as I write this.
And while I know that popping my little pink pills every night isn’t going to cure my anxiety, and it’s
something I’ll probably have to deal with for the rest of my life, I find solace in the fact that I’m taking
the necessary steps to make sure that I’m not letting my mental illness control me.
Every night I take my pills, get some sleep, wake up and live my life. And honestly, if it weren’t for
my medication, I’m not sure I could say that that’s how my days would go. So next time you meet
someone who takes medication for their mental illness, or if you’re struggling and it’s something
you’ve thought about yourself, think about all the positives that can come of it.
Because let’s face it — if I told someone I was taking this medication for strep throat or the flu
instead, no one would think twice about it.
Ashleigh Balsamo is a senior media arts and design major. Contact Ashleigh at balsamap@
dukes.jmu.edu.

A “don’t-try-to-fix-what’s-not-broke”
dart to The Breeze employee who decided to
change the crossword puzzle this semester.
From a Duke who was previously able to
fold The Breeze into a convenient size, but now
doesn’t even attempt to get my crossword on.

Darts & Pats are anonymously submitted and printed on a space-available basis.
Submissions creatively depict a given situation, person or event and do not necessarily reflect the truth.

Submit Darts & Pats at breezejmu.org

A “use-the-extra-time-not-watchingwrestling-to-research-Title-IX-andread-up-on-gender-equality” dart to the
person complaining about no male sports.
From someone who knows that that’s not
true and women deserve sports, too.

Editorial Policies
The Breeze
1598 S. Main Street
Harrisonburg, VA 22801

A “thanks-for-your-service (and-theextra-munchkin)” pat to the cashiers at
Dunkin’ Donuts in SSC who are always so
kind and cheerful.
From a student employee who’s in your line
at least three days a week and doesn’t regret it.

The Breeze welcomes and encourages readers to voice their opinions
through letters and guest columns. Letters must be no longer than 250
words. Guest columns must be no more than 650 words.

A “that’s-rather-sexist” dart to the
lifelong denizen lamenting the effects of Title
IX.
From a fellow lifelong JMU denizen that
knows women’s sports are just as exciting
and fun to watch and that, at the very least,
women’s sports should receive equal funding
in a school where the population is majority
female.

The Breeze reserves the right to edit submissions for length, grammar and
if material is libelous, factually inaccurate or unclear. The Breeze assumes
the rights to any published work. Opinions expressed in this page, with the
exception of editorials, are not necessarily those of The Breeze or its staff.

A “please-it’s-8-a.m.” dart to the screamtalker on the bus.
From a sophomore who just wants to get to
class in peace.
A “do-you-even-go-here?” dart to the girl
who made eye contact with me before closing
the door behind her.
From a student who knows night classes are
hard, but doesn’t think that excuses rudeness.
A “you’re-so-good-to-me” pat to the
quinoa bowls at the Student Success Center.
From a senior who’s not only trying to eat
healthy, but is finally craving healthier foods.

Letters and guest columns should be submitted in print or via e-mail
and must include name, phone number, major/year if author is a current
student (or year of graduation), professional title (if applicable) and place
of residence if author is not a JMU student.
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Ten easy meals on a college budget
By matt murphy
The Breeze

a perfect compromise that’ll leave you wanting more.

Whether you’re living on or off campus, it’s important to make time for selfprepared meals. If you’re looking to strengthen your inner chef, try out some of
these quick and easy meal options.

1. Fruit salad
Dicing up different fruits and putting them in a bowl is a quick way to make a
great meal. Yummy!

2. Egg sandwich
This isn’t your typical egg patty between two pieces of bread. This egg sandwich
is made entirely out of shelled eggs, balanced on top of each other. Who knows, by
the time you get them to balance you may not even be hungry anymore.

3. Love
More filling than any type of food you can find is the gratifying warmth of having
someone care about you. Love is more satisfying than anything else.

4. The warming touch of another human
Even just having a person who will give you a hug occasionally would be great.
We’re all so cold and alone in the world, so any physical interaction is a real treat.

6. Pasta Polistirolo (Styrofoam Pasta)
If you’re looking to add that extra touch to your pasta dish, try adding some
Styrofoam that you have laying around. It’s good fiber and really adds some good
flavor to boring, old pasta!

7. Even just someone to talk to
Really anybody who will even listen to what you have to say would be nice.
Look for any human interaction to help alleviate the wretched reality of waking
up every morning.

8. Denim jacket with mayo
Denim is back in style, but not as clothing this time. Drizzle some mayo on your
most rugged denim apparel for a meal that’s sure to satisfy.

9. Pizza, eaten upside down
Eating pizza is a college favorite, but eating pizza upside down is a new craze
that’s seriously delectable. Next time you order a pizza just flip it over before you
eat it.

10. A bucket of water

5. Handful of peas

Drinking an entire pail of water is a solid meal replacement. If there’s any left
over you can use it to bathe, clean your house or cry into!

In the mood for a quick meal that doesn’t break the bank? A handful of peas is

Contact Matt Murphy at murph4ma@dukes.jmu.edu.

nahla aboutabl | respect the riot

olivia coleman | copy that

‘Gods of Egypt’ looks
more like Gods of Europe
Hollywood has done it again.
It has whitewashed Egypt yet
another time, casting mostly white
actors for a movie supposedly set
in ancient Egypt. I’m not sure how
many movies we have to boycott
or how many articles have to
be written about this topic, but
Hollywood has got to stop casting
white actors for roles that need people of color. This
now not only shows the directors’ incompetence in
choosing to be so historically incorrect, but it also
erases the rich cultures and races of people of color
each time Hollywood portrays our civilizations as
somehow European.
Egypt was, and will always remain, an African
country. And as a proud Egyptian, I can assure you
that Egyptians aren’t white and our civilization, which
has contributed so much to the world, is as African as
the Sahara Desert and the Congo Rainforest.
I can’t explain how infuriating it is to always see
Egyptian civilization being claimed by Europeans
through Hollywood. This goes for everything,
including having the actors dress in what seems to be
Roman or Greek-style togas, to their British accents
(that apparently every ancient civilization has to be
portrayed speaking).
When people think of Africa nowadays, they usually
picture scattered villages, droughts, famine, extreme
poverty, illiteracy and many other negative images.
The civilizations of Mali and Egypt never come to
mind as African, and Egypt especially is almost always
attributed to Europeans. This is because, in a world
so divided by skin color and prejudice, many can’t
fathom that Africa has in fact contributed a plethora
to the rest of the world, whether that be in terms of
culture, natural resources or scientific innovations in
the fields of math, astronomy and architecture.
Instead, our minds take us to naked villagers
dancing around fires because Africa and Africans are
hardly ever portrayed positively on the big screens.

It’s as if some directors truly believe nothing good has
ever come out of the African continent. Casting actors
who actually look like ancient Egyptians could very
possibly change people’s perspectives and reverse
the reinforcement of the stereotypical and degrading
images many people have of Africa.
So why else should a movie set in ancient Egypt
need actors and actresses of color? Simply because
Egyptians, ancient or not, aren’t white. How can we
know what their skin color was you might ask? Well,
a simple Google image search of ancient Egyptian art
will be quick to cast away any doubts.
Also important is the lack of diversity in Hollywood.
You can probably easily name all the accomplished
actors of color because of the simple fact that there
aren’t actually that many. In a world as diverse as the
one we live in, it’s essential to mirror our diversity in
our art forms. It’s also important to recognize diverse
actors and actresses for their accomplishments.
It wasn’t too long ago when the hashtag
#OscarsSoWhite was circulating social media as a
result of the academy ignoring the many actors of
color that starred in great films this year.If more of the
movies set in different civilizations actually cast actors
that look like the people of said cultures, we could see
more actors and actresses of color being recognized
for their hard work.
Although I hope this is the last movie about
Egypt, or any other culture for that matter, that gets
whitewashed, I know that this trend will continue.
The least I can do as an African is speak out against
the erasure of my people and their very diverse and
beautiful cultures.
There’s nothing wrong with being white, but there’s
everything wrong with erasing someone else’s culture
and claiming it as your own. You can’t walk like an
Egyptian if you’re not actually Egyptian. It just doesn’t
work.

recommendation of the week
TV: “Parenthood” (2010 - 2015)
6 seasons (all on Netflix)
Never in my life have I adopted a
child, dated a man in the military, ran
for mayor, bought someone a house,
had cancer or moved back in with
my parents (not yet — haha!). But
somehow, “Parenthood” made me
feel as if I had.
NBC’s “Parenthood” takes you
on one hell of a ride with your new
family.
Centered on four grown-up
children and their parents, the
Braverman family is all kinds of
dysfunctional. Drama fills the packed
family dinners at the Braverman
home and doesn’t stop there.
“Parenthood” covers the entire
extended family completely from
Zeke, the stubborn, retired father, to

Jasmine, a dancer who finds her way
into the family.
(Psst — Did you miss Lorelai from
“Gilmore Girls?” Because Lauren
Graham is back yet again as a single
mom who wants the best for her kids.
If this isn’t incentive enough for you
to give it a shot, I don’t know what is.)
As an only child, the show made
me feel as if I was part of the family.
I laughed, I cried and I sympathized
with them.
With all six seasons (finally)
available on Netflix, let the binge
watching begin! And in the words
of the show’s catchy theme song,
“Forever Young” by Bob Dylan, “May
God bless and keep you always” … on
Netflix. I love you, “Parenthood.”

Nahla Aboutabl is a senior international affairs
major. Contact Nahla at aboutnm@dukes.jmu.edu.
kelsey harding / the breeze

look your best on
valentine’s day!
20% off with student ID

(expires 2/15)

1790 E Market St Suite 42, Harrisonburg, VA 22801 mon-sat 10 am-9pm / sun 1 pm-6 pm (540) 432-8648

breezejmu.org
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Super Bowl
Specials

Specials Valid now through February 14, 2016
CALL TODAY to place your order for Super Bowl Sunday!!

Combos:
$16.99
$30.99

Large One Pizza with 2 Toppings & 10 Wings
Big Boy 20” Pizza with 1 Topping & 20 Wings

Pizza:

3 Large 1 Topping Pizzas
5 Large 1 Topping Pizzas
10 or more Large 1 Topping Pizzas

$7.77/each
$7.00/each
$6.00/each

Wings:

(Hot, Mild, or BBQ)
10 Wings 20 Wings 30 Wings
$15.99
$22.99
$8.49
40 Wings
50 Wings
$28.99
$34.99

Order online at chanellospizza.com

(540) 574-4700

425 N. Main Street

www.facebook.com/chanellosJMU

JMU JAC CARDS
ACCEPTED
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Follow the Breeze
on social media!
facebook.com/TheBreezeJMU
twitter @TheBreezeJMU
instagram @breezejmu

Check out
the Breeze’s
new blog!
www.breezejmu.org/offthebeat

REDEFINE SOCIAL.
Resort Style Pool • Basketball Courts • Volleyball Courts • Fully Furnished
Study Lounge with free wifi •

24 Hour Clubhouse • 24 Hour Fitness Center

Complementary Tanning • Pet Friendly • Coffee Bar

1191 Devon Lane

www.livetheharrison.com

540-432-1001
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Uncovering the mask
JMU’s newest club allows students who enjoy dressing up as their favorite characters to do what they do best

PHOTOS COURTESY OF CASEY SANDERS

LEFT Sophomore studio art major Matt Perkins cosplays as Satyr, an original character based on satyrs from Greek mythology. TOP RIGHT Perkins cosplays as the witch doctor from Diablo III, a roleplaying video game. BOTTOM RIGHT Senior English major Casey Sanders (middle) with friends from other universities. Sanders is dressed as Tiny Tina from Borderlands 2, a first-person shooter game.
By KATE FORMELLER
The Breeze

Cosplay is a play on words, combining costume and play.
It’s used as a form of self-expression, which allows cosplayers to dress up in costume as various characters, at any given
time.
Senior English major Casey Sanders is the president and
founder of the Cosplay Guild at JMU.
“Being that character for a day is just so fun to do … it is just
so cool to just go out and be somebody else,” Sanders said. “I
love empowering and being and portraying that character.”
She has been cosplaying for three years and attending
conventions for two. Some of these conventions include
Comic-Con, Katsucon and even a convention at JMU called
Madicon.
The Cosplay Guild was started at JMU last year informally,
however this year it’s much more formal. Currently, there are
a total of eight recurring members.
Cosplayers can dress up as whatever they want, whenever
they want. From movies to comic books, the character choices
are endless.
“There are even people who invent their own characters
and take on that persona they have invented,” Rachel Bartholomew, a junior English major and vice president of the
Cosplay Guild, said.
From online to hand-sewn, there are various ways to build
a costume.
“I have seen people do steampunk costumes,” Sanders
said. “Steampunk is, think Abe Lincoln with a jetpack and
he has laser gun and he has got some goggles and he is riding a grandfather clock.”
To create a steampunk costume, some people may just go

online and buy a corset to pair with brass goggles. Others may
take it a step further by doing modifications on their props.
Lastly, some may make their entire costume from scratch.
Sanders makes the majority of her costumes.
“It’s really cool seeing something go from nothing into
something,” Sanders said. “Doing the detail work is my favorite part of the creation period because you see it all come
together and it’s just like, ‘Wow I made this,’ and you just can’t
wait to show it off at your next event or convention.”

“If you think it looks good, then put it
on you. As long as you love what you
are wearing, it doesn’t matter if you
are not the right size of the character
or the height or the skin color.”
Kate Knott

senior English major and cosplayer

In addition to self-expression, cosplay can be used in a
number of ways.
“Cosplay is a way for women to claim those characters and
make them powerful and come to life,” Sanders said.
However, with empowerment comes backlash.
“There is a big thing going around. There have been people
who take really nasty photos of people, touch them and assert
themselves on the other person [cosplayers]. So, there is a

movement right now, Cosplay is Not Consent,” Bartholomew
said.
Comic books used to sexualize women and continue to
do so in some aspects. However, in modern day America
there’s an increase of strong, female characters being portrayed, Sanders said.
“If you think it looks good, then put it on you,” Kate Knott,
a senior English major, said. “As long as you love what you
are wearing, it doesn’t matter if you are not the right size of
the character or the height or the skin color.”
Bartholomew took her advice and has dressed up as about
15 different characters.
“I have cosplayed women,” Bartholomew said. “I have
crossplayed, which means I have dressed up as a man. I have
done beards, prosthetics, sewing and props.”
When it comes to cosplay there’s a big community; from
the cosplayers, to the photographers, to the fans.
“Often when you got a convention, there is a group of
cosplayers and a group of photographers and they mingle,”
Bartholomew said. “I think most photographers have an
appreciation for the craft and the effort people put into their
costumes.”
Sanders and Bartholomew both have Facebook pages with
followers so people can interact that way; this allows for a big
community not only at JMU, but also worldwide.
“[Cosplay] is empowering because a person is taking
claim to that character … They are identifying with that
character’s strengths and weaknesses,” Bartholomew said.
“It is finding a little bit of yourself in that character as well,
and interacting with others.”
CONTACT Kate Formeller at
forme2ka@dukes.jmu.edu.

The confounding songstress
Rising star Sia claims not to care about the dripping-gold popularity, but her album suggests otherwise
By EMMY FREEDMAN
The Breeze

There’s something about Sia that has never quite made sense to me. She’s an
accomplished songwriter. She’s penned hits for the likes of Katy Perry, Britney
Spears, Beyoncé and Rihanna. She also has a weird method for performing live.
In her live performances, you can never quite see her, as she stands in the corner
with a wig over her eyes while some 11-year-old girl dances across the stage.
Why, then, does Sia make albums full of pop
Sia
songs that feature her own voice if she has no
in showing her face to the public to
“This Is Acting” interest
promote or sing her work?

That question is finally answered in her latest
Released Jan. 29
release, “This is Acting,” which came out in full
on Jan. 29. In the album’s opener, “Bird Set Free,”
she sings, “I don’t care if I sing off-key, I find myself in my melodies. I sing for love,
I sing for me.” So there it is. She finds pride in her work and any success
she receives from her albums are beside the point. She doesn’t want a
personality cult around her, like so many of the performers who’ve
sung her songs have. No Katycats, no BeyHive, etc. Popularity that
came with “Chandelier,” her big hit from 2014, was just an added
bonus, not an initial goal.
But I have another quick question. If public
recognition isn’t what Sia is after, why do all her
songs on “This Is Acting” have basically the
same structure as “Chandelier,” the hit that
finally put her on the radio instead of just a
size 8 font writing credit on some big name
artist’s record? Because that’s essentially what
this album is: a series of Sia ballads in which her

slow operatic lyrics eventually crescendo into some heroic chorus with EDM-inspired
full bass and loud, high notes.
And “Cheap Thrills,” which may diverge slightly from the typical structure in that
it dives right into its techno-pop identity, is saying almost the exact same thing as
“Chandelier.” In “Chandelier,” she sings about how, as long as she keeps drinking and
partying, she can’t feel the sadness in her life. And in “Cheap Thrills” she sings the same
thing but substitutes lack of money for sadness. OK, so it’s a little more emotionally
devoid. But the fact remains that nearly all 12 of these new songs sound exactly the
same, even the ones disguised more as EDM, like “Move Your Body” and “Cheap
Thrills.” Listening to this album in full makes it hard to distinguish between songs like
“Alive,” “Unstoppable” and “One Million Bullets.”
There’s nothing wrong with this song structure. It clearly works. The songs on this
album are fine. They’re full of emotion and self-empowerment, which is typically
missing from Top 40. But there’s proof that there’s more to Sia than this. Long before
“Chandelier” hit the airwaves and while she was still writing hits for Christina
Aguilera, she put out albums that have both more emotional depth and different
song structures. “Breathe Me,” for example, is a uniquely beautiful song in which
she sings about being depressed and simply wanting a friend to hold her up when
she’s feeling down. The song, from her 2004 album “Colour the Small One,”
features no crescendo into synth beats yet still remains just as addictive
and a much more thorough song than all of “This is Acting” put together.
So, if she’s capable of writing raw feelings into her music, why does
she only leave us with these pseudo-emotional rah-rah pop ballads? Is
it because she’s afraid of revealing her true self to the public when
she performs them live? Because she’s just going to cover up
her face anyway.
Emmy Freedman is a junior media arts and design and
history double major. Contact Emmy at freedmee@
dukes.jmu.edu.
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Racing against extinction
Senior biology major works to save the endangered James River spinymussel

DANIEL STEIN / THE BREEZE

Senior biology major Katie Sipes competed against 370 other students in the Joint Mathematics Meeting in Seattle this past January. Sipes won the Outstanding Poster Award.
By JOANNA McNEILLY
The Breeze

“The work by our research team is attempting to fill knowledge gaps and aid in
the conservation of the species,” May said. “Katie has been involved in all aspects
of the study, ranging from field data collection, laboratory experiments, to data
analysis and mathematical modeling.”
One JMU student is working to save the James River spinymussels. Katie Sipes,
Sipes said that, she was eager to learn about science and math since her
a senior biology major, returned to JMU from the Joint Mathematics Meeting
freshman year.
in Seattle this past January with an Outstanding Poster Award for her research
“I always knew that I was more of a thinker than a feeler person,” Sipes
project on the aquatic species.
said. “I still don’t understand people’s emotions, I can never
Sipes and 370 other students presented posters
empathize because everything is just logic and numbers for
on their research projects to be judged. The poster
me.”
required students to compile their research into a
“I still don’t understand
But it was when she met Eva Strawbridge, a calculus
visual representation that would give the public an
people’s emotions, I can
professor, that she decided to declare a math minor.
understanding of what they were presenting.
never empathize because
“I really enjoyed her teaching style and how she conveyed
Since Sipes was under the category of biomathematics
enthusiasm of it,” Sipes said. “I spent a lot of time in her office
research, she stood out with her poster on James River
everything is just logic
hours, and one day she told me she had a grant and wanted me
spinymussels, which are endangered freshwater mussels.
and numbers for me.”
to join her.
“I was definitely unique being there because I
She then helped Strawbridge in a team project with five
presented bio work to mathematicians that don’t even
Katie Sipes
other undergraduates and four professors. They worked on
know basic biology,” Sipes said.
senior biology major
studying fluid dynamics with nematodes, which is based on
She’s working with a large research team funded by the
several mathematical calculations.
Jeffress Memorial Trust, a program that aims to benefit
“The nematode has had a lot of research done on them,”
the people of Virginia and their research in chemical,
Sipes said. “So we use them a lot in research.”
medical or other scientific fields. It supports research that
Since this is Sipes’ last semester at JMU, Strawbridge
includes both biology and math in order to find a solution
mentioned how sad she will be to see her go.
for conserving the endangered mussels.
“She has been an outstanding student and researcher,” Strawbridge said. “She
Because not much has been written on this species of mussels, Sipes and her
is smart, resilient and resourceful.”
research team are determined to find out more about them.
Sipes believes that she got to where she is by asking questions and having a
“Once you have an idea on how they live, what they eat, what their preferred
habitat is, then we can figure out what to do,” Sipes said.
willingness to fail and learn from her mistakes.
Sipes’ current biology research adviser, Christine May, a professor in the
“Not every one of my experiments have gone correctly, and I failed many
biology department, explained that this species of freshwater mussels burrow
times,” Sipes said. “You can’t give up when it’s hard.”
into the substrate, the soil where an organism lives, which makes them
unavailable for observation.
CONTACT Joanna McNeilly at mcneilje@dukes.jmu.edu.

GRAFFITI | Student makes legal graffiti art

ALEXIS MILLER / THE BREEZE

Scott Hubbard, a sophomore sport and recreation management major and graffiti artist, shows one of his handcrafted creations.
from front

vandalism. It’s not something a lot of people recognize.”
Rathje received an original piece from Hubbard which included her full name surrounded by green bubbles. Her name
itself is shaded in yellow, orange and red creating an ombre effect.
“I like the blended look,” Hubbard said. “It’s not something that’s easy to do with colored pencils or markers.”
Hubbard hopes to change this preconceived notion about graffiti.
“Graffiti isn’t appreciated enough,” Hubbard said. “Graffiti is generally associated with gangs and crime. In reality, graffiti
isn’t associated with those things at all.”
Although some gangs use graffiti as a way to intimidate residents and threaten rivals, movements beginning in the 1980s in
Berlin helped pave the way for artists like Hubbard to display graffiti in an acceptable way. Graffiti created on the west side of
the Berlin Wall symbolized promises of hope, freedom and the experiences of the German citizens at that time — not gangs
and violence.
Hubbard’s roommate Xander Houff, a sophomore graphic design major, disagrees with Hubbard’s belief that all graffiti is
considered art.
“Graffiti is a form of art in certain places,” Houff said. “I think it’s easy to tell when graffiti is and is not art. When it is more
stylized and done well, like Scott’s, I think it’s great.”
A goal of Hubbard’s is to inform others of the time commitment and skills needed to create graffiti, in an attempt to further
persuade people that it should be considered a form of art.
“It is not something that’s easy,” Hubbard said. “What makes what I do different from the bubble letters kids draw in elementary school is the precision and depth I incorporate into my drawings.”
Hubbard’s most recent piece features the name “James Madison” and incorporates the same blending technique he used
in the piece he made for Rathje. Hubbard typically takes about six hours to complete one of his pieces, but he said many graffiti artists can complete a large scale piece in significantly less time than that.
“I get satisfaction out of putting legal graffiti art out there that people can see,” Hubbard said. “It tries a lot of people’s
notion that graffiti is an illegal activity to partake in.”
CONTACT Caroline Jansen at jansencr@dukes.jmu.edu.
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SERVING UP 2016
Men’s tennis has reasons to be optimistic and confident
By Daniel Ware
The Breeze

Despite an 8-11 record, finishing fifth in the
Colonial Athletic Association and losing in the first
round of the conference championship last spring,
the JMU men’s tennis team is confident it can right
the ship this season.
“Our ultimate goal is to win the CAA, and I think
that it’s possible,” junior Sebastian Salinas said.
The team has a few key reasons to be optimistic.
First, it’s a veteran group. Six of the team’s seven
players on the roster are juniors and seniors. As a
result, the team has grown together through the
ups and downs of the last two seasons.
“It’s been three years of building,” junior Miljan
Ruzic said. “We feel like we’re playing the best tennis we’ve ever played.”
Second, the team returns captains Salinas and
Ruzic, and three players who were named to allconference teams last season: Salinas, who was
All-CAA Second Team for singles and doubles;
Ruzic, who was All-CAA Second Team for doubles
(Ruzic and Salinas as doubles partners) and Robert
Stirling, who was All-CAA First Team for singles.
Third, the Dukes played well in their fall tournaments, which gave them a chance to see how they
are, and they like where they stack up against the
competition.
In a tournament hosted by East Carolina in September called the “ECU Fall Shootout,” Ruzic went
3-0 in singles matches.
“Fall was good,” Ruzic said. “Both as a team and
individually, we did very well. Coming out of the
fall we are very confident.”
Later that month in a tournament played at the
University of North Carolina at Charlotte, the Charlotte Invitational, three Dukes won singles titles,
including Salinas.
“We did pretty well in the tournaments,” Salinas
said. “We had many more wins than in previous
years so it gave us a good idea of how prepared
and ready we are.”
New to the coaching staff this season is assistant coach Nicolai Nonnenbroich, who came to
JMU last October after spending two years as the
assistant women’s tennis coach at the California
University of Pennsylvania. The two years he was
at Cal U, the team won two conference championships and made an appearance in the NCAA
tournament quarterfinals.
Nonnenbroich is excited for his first season at
JMU.

“Knowing that everyone is on the same page
with their competitiveness and their mental game,
we’re just really excited to see how that’s going
to play out on the courts,” Nonnenbroich said.
“There’s no one on our schedule who we think we
can’t beat.
He said he can’t wait to see the transition of
what the players have been working on in the offseason to their on-court performance. The thing
they worked on the most? On-court fitness and
conditioning.
“We definitely ran way more [this semester],”
Salinas said. “Nico [Nonnenbroich] made us run
on 2-3 days a week. It was tough, but we now feel
ready for competition.”
Nonnenbroich said the change in the conditioning regimen “may have been a shock” to
some of the players in the beginning,
but that players have seen how it
has positively translated to their
performance.
He believes the team is
primed to improve as the
season progresses and
get stronger throughout
the year, and attributes
this belief to everyone
on the team being on the
same page and buying into
what the coaching staff is telling them.
“We know what the conference is like and
there’s not that big of a difference between any of
the teams,” Nonnenbroich said. “It comes down
to small little things like pregame rituals, how
they react after points and how they prepare for
matches.”
Nonnenbroich said that, as long as the team
stays focused, keeps track of the small things and
reinforces the positive things, it’ll be good.
“We all believe we can do pretty well this season,” Salinas said. “So we are very excited to start
and do well.
The team opens up its season this Saturday at
the University of Delaware after having scheduled
matches against Liberty University and Morehead
State University postponed due to Winter Storm
Jonas.
“We are just going to take it match by match
and see where it takes us,” Ruzic said. “The goal is
to win the conference.”

Miljan Ruzic, junior

Contact Daniel Ware at
waredt@dukes.jmu.edu.

Women’s tennis has no seniors, on a two-year goal for a championship
By Matt Tyson
The Breeze

Rebecca Harris, junior

Photos Courtesy of JMU Athletic Communications

After an offseason of tournaments and invitationals, JMU women’s tennis is back on the court for its
spring season.
The Dukes (1-1) kicked off their season last weekend with mixed results. They lost their season opener
5-2 on Saturday to No. 75-ranked Maryland but won
their first Colonial Athletic Association
matchup against
Towson University 6-1. Despite
the defeat, the
team is focused
on the positives
of the victory.
“It was definitely hard to
take the loss on the
first day because we
had a really great shot
at beating them,” junior
Rebecca Harris said. “But
these conference matches are
what’s going to get us higher seeds in
the conference tournament.”
The Dukes are determined to get back to the conference tournament after a 2015 season that saw them go
14-8 overall and reach the CAA semifinals. JMU lost
its final match to the College of William & Mary 4-0.
The team has reached this level of postseason play
each season dating back to 2013. Being this close has
made it determined to work harder to get past the
semifinals.
“We’ve set a two-year goal to win the CAA [tournament],” head coach James Bryce said. “We feel like it’s
very possible this year.”
A young team, the 2016 roster will feature no senior
players among the nine that make up the group. For
this reason, Bryce believes the two-year plan is a good
one to set in the athlete’s minds.
“Without us having any seniors on the squad this
year, we decided that it would be a good long-term
goal to win the CAA tournament,” Bryce said.
There are four new faces on the team this season:
three freshmen and a junior transfer from Mississippi
State University. Even among the five returners, Harris
is a transfer from Virginia Tech in her second season
as a Duke.

But age isn’t much of a concern for these players
— they’re looking forward to the chance to bring JMU
women’s tennis into a new era.
“I think it could be really cool to be one of the pioneers of this team,” freshman Emma Petersen said.
“We’ve always been kind of a mid-major team. It
would be cool to take it to the next level.”
The relative youth of the 2016 squad has given rise to
a very well-balanced group that can play on each other’s strengths. The coaching staff believes it has a team
with no player who is far and away a standout from
the rest. At the same time, this isn’t seen as an issue.
“Everyone is going to contribute in some way,”
Bryce said. “I’m confident any of the nine girls can
play for us on any day. We feel that we have the depth
this year to accomplish our goals.”
Unlike other sports that may have larger rosters, the
women’s tennis team has to rely on everyone to make
an impact over the course of the season. Therefore,
all four new members are expected to give the lineup
a boost considering the oldest players on the team
are juniors. The lack of age has helped the players to
become a very tight-knit and goal-driven group.
“No seniors can be good for us. It’s a building year,”
Harris said. “We all have each others backs and we
have one goal.”
For Petersen, being a freshman on a team with no
seniors is good to help get more in tune with the team
dynamic.
“It’s good to have somewhat older teammates,”
Petersen said. “It helps to not be nervous and relax.”
It will not be an easy road to the postseason for the
Dukes. Both coaches and players believe that this will
be one of the tougher schedules the team has played
in many seasons.
After just playing against ranked opponent Maryland, JMU’s third match will come against No.
57-ranked Old Dominion University. Other standout
opponents include the Naval Academy and CAA foes
College of Charleston and Elon University. All three
of these teams are consistently just outside of the top
75 ranked teams.
The Dukes have spent several seasons hovering in
the top 100 teams in the nation but have never been
able to break into the top 75. The goal for this young
team is to finally break through.
“The girls just want it,” Bryce said. “They’re hungry for success and are coming ready to work hard.”
Contact Matt Tyson at
tysonme@dukes.jmu.edu.
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The future is now
JMU football signs 20 recruits on National Signing Day
By Matt Weyrich
The Breeze

Just two and a half weeks into head coach Mike Houston’s tenure, the JMU football
program took a step toward the future Wednesday. On National Signing Day, the
Dukes officially signed 20 new players to National Letters of Intent.
The Class of 2020 sports 10 offensive players and 10 defensive players. Half the
recruits resided in Virginia, whereas the others came from seven different states,
including North Carolina, Georgia, New Jersey, Ohio, Illinois, South Carolina and
Maryland.
While some players may have been reluctant to stay committed to a team that
made a major coaching change, that was not the case for JMU. Despite the departure
of former head coach Everett Withers, the Dukes managed to retain all of their
commitments.
Houston attributes much of keeping the class together to the work of John Bowers,
who served a brief role of director of player personnel and recruiting coordinator.
Houston spoke highly of what JMU had to offer to recruits as both players and
students on Wednesday at the signing day press conference.
“Anybody that walks on this campus and sees everything that James Madison is,
from an educational standpoint to the atmosphere on campus and the commitment
to success in athletics, is impressed with JMU and wants to be a part of [it],” Houston
said.
One recruit that stands out from the mix is redshirt sophomore quarterback Mack
Waldman, who is transferring to JMU from Northeastern Oklahoma A&M College.
According to Houston, Waldman will be competing with the incumbent starter, junior
Bryan Schor, as well as incoming freshmen D.J. Daniels and Cole Johnson for the
starting quarterback job during training camp.
“All three of them are extremely talented, I expect each one of them to be very good
players before they leave James Madison,” Houston said. “I could see any of the three
leading our team.”
Schor played in eight games for the Dukes last season, starting in the last four. He
finished the season with 1,113 yards of total offense and 11 total touchdowns.
The Dukes added depth on the offensive line as well, signing five impact players
highlighted by the 6-foot-6 inch, 315-pound Robert Snead.
“That’s your offensive line of the future [and] I think those guys will be what will
lead our program for years to come,” Houston said.
On the defensive side of the ball, JMU managed to ink four defensive linemen, three
linebackers, two defensive backs and a safety. Local standout Devin Medley, who will
be graduating from Harrisonburg High School in the spring, is coming off a season in
which he was selected to First Team All-Valley District for the second year in a row.
Houston is leaving the possibility of redshirting any of these incoming freshman
open.
“We are going to do what’s best for each individual,” Houston said. “If they are
ready to play then they will play. We take it case-by-case.”
Moving forward, JMU’s offense will remain pass-heavy while operating out of the
spread and continuing to pound the line on defense. Houston believes the future
looks bright in Harrisonburg.
“This would be a good, solid class if we were five years in and had everything
rolling,” Houston said. “So to do that in a transition year I think sets up the program for
continued success moving forward.”

connor woisard / The Breeze

Head coach Mike Houston addresses fans and media at the signing day press conference Wednesday.

Contact Matt Weyrich at weyricma@dukes.jmu.edu.

Predicting
Super Bowl
50

Who will hoist the Lombardi Trophy?
kelsey harding / The Breeze

By Matt weyrich
The Breeze

By jake brod
The Breeze

What happens when an unstoppable force meets an immovable object? Scientists
have pondered the answer to this question for centuries, but the upcoming Super
Bowl matchup could provide us with a clue. On Sunday, the Carolina Panthers (15-1)
will take on the Denver Broncos (12-4) at Levi’s Stadium in Santa Clara, California, in
Super Bowl 50.
The Panthers sport the highest-scoring offense in the league, led by soon-to-benamed MVP Cam Newton. The 2010 Heisman-winning quarterback finished the
regular season with 3,837 yards and 35 touchdowns through the air while adding an
additional 636 yards and 10 scores on the ground.
Not to be forgotten are the contributions of other Pro Bowlers in tight end Greg
Olsen (1,104 receiving yards) and running back Jonathan Stewart (989 rushing yards),
who helped Newton transform Carolina’s offense into the class of the league.
On the defensive side of the ball, the Panthers’ unit is headlined by superstars
in linebacker Luke Kuechly (118 tackles), cornerback Josh Norman (seven forced
turnovers) and defensive tackle Kawann Short (11 sacks). The Panthers ranked sixth in
total defense and they led the league in turnover margin at +20.
While the Panthers were on their way to their third straight NFC South title, the
Denver Broncos put together an exciting season: one that included 11 victories by
seven points or less. Carolina’s offense was its claim to fame, but the Broncos’ defense
was the best in the NFL.
Denver held opponents to a stifling 283.1 yards per game in the regular season,
ranking first in pass defense and third in stopping the run. Four of the Broncos’
defensive starters were named to the Pro Bowl, including outside linebackers
DeMarcus Ware and Von Miller (18.5 combined sacks) and cornerbacks Aqib Talib and
Chris Harris Jr. (five combined interceptions).
The Broncos’ offense has been less than spectacular, but will have five-time MVP
Peyton Manning at the reins in what has been rumored to be the final game of his
career. Manning only made nine starts in the regular season after he suffered a torn
plantar fascia in Week 10. He was replaced by the surprisingly effective Brock Osweiler
and wasn’t expected to return to the field again until Osweiler was benched in Week
17.
In addition to Manning, Denver will boast the talents of wide receiver Demaryius
Thomas (1,304 receiving yards) and running backs Ronnie Hillman and C.J. Anderson
(1,583 combined rushing yards). Its offense has the tools to keep the score close at the
end of games, but it’s their defense that can push the Broncos to greatness.
What happens when the highest-scoring offense in the NFL meets the league’s
toughest total defense? As the saying goes, defense wins championships. The country’s
biggest stage will feature two of the very best teams America has to offer, but only one
will be hoisting the Lombardi Trophy during the postgame ceremony.
My prediction: Broncos 27, Panthers 20

The stage is set. The Carolina Panthers and Denver Broncos are gearing up to face off in
Super Bowl 50 under the bright lights of Levi’s Stadium in Santa Clara, California. Both teams
were the top seeds in their respective conferences, which sets up a classic matchup of a highpowered offense versus a shut-down defense.
The Denver Broncos are coming off one of the most dominating defensive performances
in recent memory, when they bruised Tom Brady and the Patriots en route to the AFC
championship. The Broncos’ pass rush got to Brady early and often, tagging him 20 times over
the course of the ballgame. The men in orange have wreaked havoc on opposing quarterbacks
all year and led in nearly every defensive category. Denver’s defense has won it numerous
games over the course of the season and there’s no reason to believe that it can’t do it again on
Sunday.
On top of having the best defense in the league, Denver’s offense isn’t too bad itself. Peyton
Manning will put on the pads, possibly for the last time, looking to add to his illustrious career
when he takes the field this weekend.
Manning and the Broncos have been good, but not great on offense this year. The 39-yearold has endured a year full of mediocre performances along with some health issues. If the
Broncos stand any chance of winning on Sunday, they’ll need to get Manning and his stud
receivers, Demaryius Thomas and Emmanuel Sanders, going early to establish an offensive
presence. The emergence of a two-headed monster at the running back position between
C.J. Anderson and Ronnie Hillman has added an extra spark to this offense. Will the Denver
offense show up on the big stage and piggyback off of the team’s strong defensive play?
Standing in its way is Cam Newton and the Carolina Panthers. I must admit, I have been
a “hater” of the Carolina Panthers this postseason. I picked the Seattle Seahawks to upset
them in the divisional round, which was clearly a misread. It seemed as if I hadn’t learned my
lesson, because I also picked the Arizona Cardinals to beat them in the NFC championship
game. I know I’m not alone, because a lot of “experts” have also picked against Carolina this
postseason. I’m starting to believe that this Panthers team might be the most disrespected 15-1
team of all time. The Panthers have proved me wrong all season and, with one week left, I’m
officially jumping on the bandwagon.
Newton, a dual-threat quarterback, has turned heads with his rifle-like arm and quick
legs all season, carving up every defense he’s faced. I think the most impressive thing is that
Newton really only has one go-to guy in tight end Greg Olsen. Despite the lack of star power
at the wide receiver position, Newton has orchestrated an MVP season and will now face his
biggest task yet. Although it’s a tall task, Newton is 4-0 this season when facing top-5 defenses.
He and the Panthers certainly don’t lack confidence, which I think will go a long way in a big
game like this.
The Panthers have a perfect combination of solid defense and lethal offense. I think Newton
and the Panthers cap off a historic season with a show-stopping performance on the biggest
stage of them all. I just hope the most exciting part of the big game isn’t the commercials.
My prediction: Panthers 34, Broncos 17

Contact Matt Weyrich at weyricma@dukes.jmu.edu.

Contact Jake Brod at brodjt@dukes.jmu.edu.
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robyn smith | spoonful of sugar

Can Barbie really do anything?
Mattell may have just added some diversity, but it’s not enough to fix years of damage
Barbie’s got a new look, and this time, it’s not just
a new dress.
Mattel recently released a new batch of dolls called
Barbie Fashionistas, expanding Barbie’s diversity to
include four different body shapes, seven different
skin tones and 22 different eye colors. Curvy, petite
and tall Barbie body types have now been added to
the list in addition
to the original.
The new Barbies are a great example
of the diversity that we all lacked when
playing with them as a child.
These are great strides for Mattel,
but I’m not so sure that these are
great strides for little girls. Sure, the
girl power video was inspirational. I’ll
admit I teared up. But it was still an ad,
an ad that exploited our emotions in
order to get us to buy more Barbies.
Really, I’m very proud that so many
little girls won’t just have tall, slender,
original Barbies to play with. But it’s
not as if Mattel is fixing the unrealistic
beauty standards for women in
America.
If anything, they’re only slightly
undoing the damage they caused —
a 2006 British study cited in a recent
CNN article reported that girls who
played with Barbies were more likely to
have lower body esteem and a greater
desire to be slender than those who kelsey harding / the breeze
didn’t.
The Mattel company launched its new #YouCanBeAnything feminist
campaign last Thursday. An admittedly inspirational video was released,
reminding all of us that Barbies inspire girls to believe that they can do
anything.
I may be cynical, but something rubs me the wrong way about
#YouCanBeAnything and #MakeunderMonday, a new social media
campaign where girls share how they really play with their Barbies, which

may or may not (usually not) be in the pristine condition we usually see
them in.
Maybe I’m cynical because it seems like Mattel is patting itself on the
back a little too hard for finally adding a little diversity to a doll that’s long
been regarded as a major factor in setting unrealistic expectations for girls.
Maybe it’s because curvy Barbie still has a perfect hourglass figure, just
with a few extra millimeters added to her hips, thighs and arms. Curvy
Barbie is still setting just as impossible a
beauty standard as the original, but this
time, it’s what curvy is supposed to look
like — a body with a perfectly narrow
waist and ample, perky bosom both still
included.
And then there’s the question of why
now? Why specifically now, when the
criticism of original Barbie has been
rampant for over a decade?
Did Mattel create newer, more
diverse Barbies in order to make the
world a better place? I don’t think the
toy company actually cares about the
dreams and successes of little girls. I
think it’s exploiting a trend in order to
turn around its stocks that have dropped
over 40 percent since its peak in 2013.
And then there’s the question of
the social conscience that Mattel so
desperately wants us to believe it has.
If there was never any backlash toward
the limiting, nearly monochromatic
standard of beauty, would we still see
these newly shaped Barbies on the
shelves? Or would Mattel continue to
enforce a single unrealistic standard of beauty?
No matter the company’s reasons behind the Fashionistas’ debut, I’m
glad they’re here. Barbie is an iconic toy for little girls, and perhaps this is
only the beginning of the company’s rocky road to redemption.
Robyn Smith is a junior media arts and design major. Contact Robyn
at smith4rl@dukes.jmu.edu.

anne hardrick | contributing columnist

Gun control issue isn’t black and white
Nuance is a word that’s not often used in politics, much
less in debates over gun control. Candidates for office and
citizens frequently prefer black-and-white issues with no room
for shades of gray. But gun control is a complicated issue,
weighing gun owners’ right to bear arms against the right of
innocent citizens to be protected against senseless violence.
The problem here is obvious: we’ve experienced an
explosion of mass shootings in this country, from Sandy
Hook to Aurora to San Bernardino, and every time there’s an
outpouring of grief over the useless deaths. No one wants to
stand idly by and watch these shootings continue.
I think everyone would agree that gun control, in some
respects, is essential. In no sane and civilized world should
criminals, drug addicts or domestic abusers be able to
purchase firearms. The need for background checks prior to
gun purchases shouldn’t even be a question, and ought to be
routine for would-be gun owners.
Our lawmakers need to pass legislation that requires
universal background checks, even for small distributors, to
ensure the maximum safety our government can provide. They
should also implement a federal database that mandates the
tracking and registry of all gun sales.
It would be ridiculous to argue that these small regulations
will entirely eliminate gun violence, or even keep guns out of
the hands of criminals. But that’s not the point — the point
is that this is the least our government can do to reasonably
protect its citizens against gun violence, and it should be
obligated to do so.
A more controversial issue, however, is that of assault
weapons. This is where much of the nuance is ignored by gun
control advocates. Personally, I don’t understand any reason
a law-abiding citizen needs an assault rifle. I side with former
Governor of Maryland Martin O’Malley, who said, “I’ve never
met a self-respecting deer hunter who needed an AR-15 to

down a deer.”
But the fact remains that there’s a significant portion of the
population who want not only guns, but assault weapons.
Whatever their reasons, they’re guaranteed the right to bear
arms by the Second Amendment. This isn’t to say that the
right should be absolute and unlimited, but without criminal
intent, citizens certainly have a right to their guns. No one
wants to take away the guns of a Western farmer who needs to
protect his livestock from predators like coyotes and mountain
lions. Guns can defend our livelihoods and be used perfectly
legitimately for sport.

People have a right to be safe from guns,
but people also have a right to own them.
It’s easy to paint the National Rifle Association as a group
of gun-toting crazies who think that the government is out to
take all their guns away, but I would dare to say that they have
a point. In the state legislature of Georgia, representatives
have introduced a bill to ban the possession, sale, distribution
and use of assault weapons and high-capacity ammunition
magazines. The NRA railed against this bill as an attempt to
strip legitimate gun owners of their rights. I first approached
this claim with skepticism, but I read the bill, and it classifies
assault weapons as contraband and requires their seizure by
the government.
In this case, the NRA has a valid argument. The legislature
of Georgia does want to take its citizens’ assault weapons.
While I’m sure the sponsors’ intentions were noble, the
consequences of this bill are distasteful even to a gun control

advocate like myself. The government forcibly confiscating
property that citizens lawfully purchased feels a bit Orwellian,
like Big Brother is reaching out to infringe on what are
currently civil liberties. The right to bear arms doesn’t
currently exclude assault weapons, and the seizure of such
lawful property would be a step that plucks at the democratic
freedoms we prize.
In addition, the threshold for a large capacity magazine is
generally set at 10 rounds, which most people with knowledge
about guns realize is an arbitrary number. The standard
magazines for handguns and rifles often hold 15 to 30 rounds
of ammunition, significantly above the “high-capacity” limit.
Not only does this suggest ignorance about guns on the part
of our lawmakers, but this provision, intended to deter rapidfire mass shootings, might prevent Americans from using their
standard guns.
We need a new solution to this problem. Neither side can
make a move in either direction without stepping on someone
else’s rights. People have a right to be safe from guns, but
people also have a right to own them. Perhaps our answer lies
not in regulation or deregulation, but in technology.
Smart guns may just be the start of reasonable gun control
measures that both conservatives and liberals can support.
Designed to operate only when they recognize the authorized
user by fingerprint or grip, smart guns could prevent both
accidental and premeditated tragedies. Smart gun technology
would stop children from firing their parents’ guns, and could
have stopped Adam Lanza from using his mother’s guns at
Sandy Hook Elementary School. This technology is worth
exploring and instituting as an option that will respect both
human life and American freedoms.
Anne Hardrick is a senior English major. Contact Anne at
hardriam@dukes.jmu.edu.
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Apts for Rent

Homes for Rent

1-4BR Downtown, Near Memorial Hall, Pet-Friendly,
Hardwood
Floors,
www.castleproperty.com
540-564-2659

4-BR House, Near Memorial
Hall, Completely Renovated
540-564-2659 www.castleproperty.com

Condo for rent in 4 bedroom,
furnished and all utilities
p a i d . $ 4 6 0 . 0 0 a m o n t h.
Private bedroom and private
bath. Walk in closet with
plenty of space. Campus
View Condos. Already have 2
females living there and looking for two more. Bus service.
Contact Karen Folsom at
karenKfolsom@gmail.com or
540-434-7779 or 540-8206802 http://cvcjmu.com
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Modern, fully furnished, large
1 bedroom. Ground floor. 10
miles north of city. 6 month
lease. $800.00 per month.
540-432-1989

Download
app for your phone today!
Serving James Madison University Since 1922

Large Student Friendly Victorian house now
renting for 2016, has four
bedrooms plus a bonus
room office or den with
separate entrance and
bike storage room, 2 full
baths, living room, eat-in
kitchen, hard wood floors,
large front porch w/swing,
Wi-Fi connection, all major
kitchen appliances, Washer/Dryer, new roof, newly
painted exterior, off street
parking for 4-5 vehicles, 8
blocks from JMU, 4 blocks
from Court Square H’burg.
NO PETS. $1500 month.
Call 540-810-3631.

Place your classifieds
online at breezejmu.org
$1 first ten words
In print & online

Serving James Madison University Since 1922

Paradise City
The only strip club in the area
just 35 minutes away...

18 for admission 21+ to drink
Open Thursday, Friday, & Saturday nights
Ladies get in Free on Thursday
BYOB: "Bring your own beer"

www.paradisecitymathias.com 304.897.8200
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Thursday, February 4, 2016

breezejmu.org

The Breeze is hiring!

Submit your applications online at joblink.jmu.edu! Applications
are due Friday, February 5.

Call now about our awesome specials!
NOW SHOWING
MARVEL

AT THIS...

Coming to Foxhills Townhomes for 2016-17 Leases
1. Water Included
2. Electric with cap included
3. Gym membership included
4. Basic internet included
5. Basic cable included

1627 Devon Lane
Harrisonburg, VA 22801
504-432-5525 — 540-432-5592
sfurr@umicommunities.com — www.umicommunities.com

